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most to lose in bankruptcy proceedings. There 
has been criticism that the bill would put 
women and children in competition with credit 
and finance companies for scarce resources 
of the debtor. This is not the case, however. 
Current bankruptcy law puts child support and 
alimony payments in seventh priority. H.R. 333 
moves alimony and child support to the first 
priority of debts to be repaid. H.R. 333 also 
protects savings for a child’s education and re-
tirement savings. Additionally, it strengthens 
the ability of women to collect marital dissolu-
tion obligations. 

Also of importance is the provisions that 
permanently extends Chapter 12, the agricul-
tural bankruptcy chapter. It also adjusts the ju-
risdictional debt limit so it may be adjusted pe-
riodically pursuant to the Consumer Price 
Index and provides different treatment for cer-
tain tax claims arising from the disposition of 
a family farm. Protection of family farms is es-
pecially important given the low commodity 
prices of recent years. Farmers need this pro-
tection. 

Finally, H.R. 333 contains a number of pro-
visions that were devised to address serious 
problems in the small business bankruptcy 
context. Small businesses often work with 
small profit margins and an even smaller mar-
gin for error. Thus they cannot afford the 
losses they are faced with by bankruptcy 
abuses. 

Currently, the bankruptcy system signifi-
cantly harms small businesses with endless 
delays that last for months and even years. 
H.R. 333 includes provisions improving the 
management of bankruptcies by providing ef-
fective cost and delay reduction by incor-
porating several time-tested techniques. 

Specifically, the bill directs bankruptcy 
judges to actively manage Chapter 11 cases, 
thereby encouraging debtors and creditors to 
work together to try to move businesses out of 
bankruptcy, and restore them to normal busi-
ness practice and protecting employees. 

The bill also encourages the development of 
standard-form plans and disclosure state-
ments. Current law requires disclosure state-
ments to be drafted from scratch, which great-
ly contributes to the costs of the Chapter 11 
process. The use of standard-form plans and 
disclosure statements would free up vital as-
sets that companies could otherwise use to 
help in the reorganization. 

I believe in personal responsibility, and not 
spending more than you make. I also realize, 
however, that there are circumstances in life 
that prevent honest and hard-working individ-
uals and families from getting ahead. A death 
in the family, divorce, job loss, unexpected 
medical expenses and other events can all 
contribute financial hardships. Our family farm-
ers are facing low commodity prices and other 
unavoidable situations, and their farms should 
be protected. Small businesses should be pro-
vided with the ability to get out of bankruptcy 
quickly. We all want to enable these groups to 
find relief in filing for bankruptcy, while ensur-
ing that all consumers are protected. Mr. 
Speaker, I believe that H.R. 333 accomplishes 
these goals, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I have named Frederick Brewington, Attor-
ney and community activist in Hempstead as 
Citizen of the Month in the Fourth Congres-
sional District for March 2001. 

When there is an issue the public is con-
cerned about, you can bet Frederick is there, 
fighting against injustices, and seeking the 
truth. Our community is better because Fred-
erick is with us. 

A graduate of Northeastern University 
School of Law, Frederick opened his personal 
practice in Hempstead over 13 years ago. His 
law firm handles civil and voting rights, em-
ployment discrimination, constitutional law, 
and fair housing cases. 

In addition to his practice, Frederick also 
finds time to teach Federal Pretrial Litigation 
and Trial Practice at Touro College in Hun-
tington. A much-sought after public speaker, 
Frederick has addressed the Nassau Bar As-
sociation on numerous occasions, taught at 
the Practicing Law Institute, and conducted 
many media interviews. 

Frederick stands out from the crowd be-
cause of his commitment to all elements of 
community activism. Well-fought legal battles 
are only part of his contribution to Nassau. He 
is an active member of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, where he serves as a Trust-
ee, and he is a certified Lay Preacher. 

He has proven that a community is what 
you make of it. He has lived on Long Island, 
in Albany, and in Massachusetts. Frederick 
has been honored by all three communities, 
and has a long list of titles, awards of recogni-
tion, and certificates of appreciation from 
each. 

Every so often you come across someone 
who is so actively, so immersed in his or her 
community, that you have to stop and wonder 
how he or she does it. Frederick is one of 
those people. 

Frederick and is wife, Adrienne, who is pas-
tor of United Methodist Church of Westbury, 
reside in Freeport.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the AIDS death 
toll now stands at a staggering 21,800,000. 
Sheer numbers tell us that AIDS is one of the 
most pressing humanitarian issues that faces 
the international community. From Africa, to 
Bangladesh, to back home in Michigan, AIDS 
is crippling the human condition. It is our re-
sponsibility to do all that we can to thwart this 
deadly pandemic. 

Internationally, we should take a leadership 
role in combating AIDS. Of the 36 million peo-
ple infected by the HIV virus today, 25 million 
live in sub-Saharan Africa. That is why the 

World Bank AIDS Trust Fund needs the full 
$150 million to fund its efforts to assist those 
countries hardest hit by HIV/AIDS, particularly 
those in sub-Saharan Africa. I urge President 
Bush to continue to support President Clin-
ton’s initiative that made the patent laws over 
HIV/AIDS drugs in sub-Saharan Africa less 
stringent. This will allow African AIDS patients 
to more easily get their hands on the medicine 
which they so desperately need. In promoting 
education and prevention abroad, we are tak-
ing fundamental steps to battling this crisis at 
home which knows no borders, age, or race. 

AIDS is also hitting us hard at home. More 
than 700,000 cases of AIDS have been re-
ported in the United States since 1981, and as 
many as 900,000 Americans may be infected 
with HIV. In Michigan, Detroit hospitals are 
having a hard time providing quality HIV/AIDS 
care because of the costs involved. Nation-
wide, we need to ensure that hospitals have 
the proper resources to provide AIDS patients 
with the quality care they deserve. Half of all 
new HIV infections are estimated to occur be-
tween the ages of 13–24. We need to ensure 
that our young people have the knowledge 
and counseling necessary to prevent and bat-
tle this disease. 

Concrete steps need to be taken to battle 
this overwhelming problem. The Housing Op-
portunities for Persons with AIDS program 
needs at least $300 million this year to con-
tinue to do its job. It is the only Federal pro-
gram that helps our cities and States address 
the housing crisis facing people living with 
AIDS. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention is in need of $10 million dollars to 
develop and implement a grassroots HIV/AIDS 
prevention media campaign for minorities. 
Every dollar we spend on prevention saves 
many lives and dollars in the long run. 

It is crucial that we are not only reactive in 
this situation, but strongly proactive as well. I 
hope that all of my colleagues will do the right 
things, and support funding for AIDS preven-
tion and increasing access to medication for 
our worldwide community. We need adequate 
resources to deal with this terrible crisis at 
home and abroad. Millions of lives are at 
stake.
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
in keeping with the celebration of Women’s 
History month, I rise to inform my colleagues 
and their constituents about a unique program, 
Dress for Success, designed to provide low-in-
come women with appropriate dress clothing 
for job interviews. 

Dress for Success is a non-profit organiza-
tion that helps low-income women to make the 
transition into the workforce. To assist in this 
transition, Dress for Success provides each of 
its clients with one business suit when they re-
ceive an interview and a second suit when 
they secure job placement. Most of these 
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